
 

 

26.07.06  OPNC BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND BOARD ROLL CALL  
Meeting called to order at 7:08 PM. 
 

Samuel Bark  present 
Sally Boldt  present  
Jessica Celious present 
Carlo De La Cruz  present 
Nathan Freeman absent 
Mateo Frey  present 
Josh Gordon  absent 
Ramsay Goyal  present 
Karen Hadley  present 
Mark Hadley absent 
Sheila Hill absent 
Elle Johnson  present 
Kate Kunzman Chan absent 
Sue McCullough  present 
Judy Reidel  absent 
Bev Rowe  absent 
Aaron Stark absent 
JeG Vanhoy  present 
   

 
 
II. PRESENTATION FROM GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND REPRESENTATIVES 

a. Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) 
i. Olympic Division Senior Lead Officer, Officer Cho 
Officer Cho reported four robberies, three of which occurred at the Warehouse 
Shoe Store. He explained that an "Estes robbery" occurs when a suspect uses 
force or fear to escape after a theft, elevating the crime to a robbery. Regarding 
vehicle crimes, three vehicles were stolen, including one left running, and there 
were three thefts from unlocked motor vehicles. Out of 28 crimes, seven were 
related to unhoused people, including four fights and three sexual assaults. 
Vice is currently addressing prostitution issues in the Western corridor following 
an arrest at Western and 11th. In response to community concerns, Officer 
Rodriguez will investigate reports of drug use at the Highland and Pico 
laundromat, while Officer Cho noted the difficulty of enforcing laws against "nos" 
(nitrous oxide) balloons. He encouraged residents to report active drug use to 
Senior Lead Officers with photos and descriptions or through Crime Stoppers. 

 
  



 

 

 ii. Wilshire Division Senior Lead Officers, Officer Rodriguez 
Officer Rodriguez reported two robberies over the past three weeks: one was a 
home invasion involving a domestic violence violator known to the victim, and the 
other involved suspects who were known to the victim. There were seven 
aggravated assaults, involving gangs, intoxicated individuals, or unhoused 
individuals. Four burglaries occurred, primarily via rear entry to the premises. 
Officer Rodriguez recommended installing shatter-proof window film (which is 
VERY expensive) and using automated alarm systems that issue a spoken 
warning that the intruder has been detected and the police have been called. He 
noted that most burglaries occur between 11:00 AM and 8:00 PM. Regarding the 
laundromat on Pico, he noted the owner has been cooperative in providing video 
of outside activity. 

 
iii. Olympic Division Officer Matthew Oropeza – Acting Senior Lead Officer 
Officer Oropeza introduced himself to the board 
 

b. LA City Mayor’s Office / CD 10 Representative 
Allen Moret (Allen.Moret@lacity.org) 
Mr. Moret announced the 2026 Summer Night Lights program, providing free meals 
and activities for youth at 42 locations, including the Normandie Recreation Center. 
He reported that over 1,000 veterans have been permanently housed across 
various city sites. He also provided updates on the Boyle Heights warehouse fire 
investigation and encouraged residents to use 311 for reporting graffiti and street 
issues. 
 
c. Office of Assemblymember Isaac Bryan  
Karen Calderon (karen.calderon@asm.ca.gov) 
Ms. Calderon reported that the 2026-27 state budget is balanced. Several bills are 
moving through the legislature, including AB 1573 to support domestic violence 
victims and AB 1646 (the Hug Act), which allows physical contact during in-person 
visits with youths in juvenile facilities. She indicated that Assemblymember Bryan is 
open to attending a community town hall regarding local residential developments if 
invited. 
 
d. LA City Department of Neighborhood Empowerment (DONE) 
Prabhjot Chamber (prabhjot.chamber@lacity.org) 
Ms. Chamber explained that during states of emergency, Neighborhood Councils 
can authorize up to $1,000 for emergency services without prior board approval. 
She reminded board members that the deadline for updated funding training is 
August 31. Regarding virtual attendance of in-person meetings, she clarified that 
board members are limited to two virtual attendances per year and must provide 
"just cause" for attending virtually, and that their names and reasons are to be 
recorded in the minutes. She also informed the Board that new NC Funding 
Training is required for all board members, which must be completed by August 31. 



 

 

 
III. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT  
Anaïs, a rising 11th grader, expressed interest in becoming the student representative 
on the OPNC board.  
Lynn Kuwahara questioned why the community was not notified about the demolition of 
the Papa Cristos building. 
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Development update from Barbara Calloway 
Barbara Calloway reported that on Thursday July 9, a hearing was going to be held 
regarding the proposed storage facility on Pico Blvd. Meeting details: City Hall 3rd 
floor, 8:30 in the city council chamber.  
 
b. Discussion regarding SB 79 implementation 
Carlo De La Cruz suggested everyone take a look at SB 79, which encourages 
affordable housing near transit hubs by allowing density bonuses. 
 
c. Discussion regarding NPG policies 
The board discussed potential changes to funding approaches. To be discussed at 
the August OPNC meeting, when hopefully more board members will be in 
attendance. 

 

d. Nomination and election of PLUM Committee 
Jessica Celious was voted in as the chair of the Planning and Land Use (PLUM) 
Committee (by voice vote, no “opposed” votes), with Barbara Calloway and 
Curtis Clark joining as committee members (each by vote of 10 in favor, no 
votes opposed or abstained).   

e. Nomination and election of Transportation and Public Safety Committee 
Jeff Vanhoy was voted in as the chair of this committee (by vote of 10 in favor, no 
votes opposed or abstained).   
 
f. Approval of NPG for LAPD Night Out:  
The board approved a Neighborhood Purposes Grant (NPG) of $1,000 for the OBA 
Foundation to support the LAPD National Night Out on August 4. Officer Cho invited 
the OPNC to host a booth at the event, to be held at 1130 S. Vermont committee 
(by vote of 10 in favor, no votes opposed or abstained).   

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

V. Finances  
a. Treasurer’s Report  

Budget and Administrative Packet for 2026-2027 fiscal year - APPROVED 
committee (10 in favor, no votes opposed or abstained).   

 
b. May 2026 and June 2026 Monthly Expenditure Reports (click here for MERs) 

APPROVED (10 in favor, no votes opposed or abstained). 
 

c. Appointment of Ramsay Goyal as 1st Cardholder and Elle Johnson as 2nd 
Cardholder - APPROVED (10 in favor, no votes opposed or abstained). 

 
d. Moore Business Results 2026-2027 Agreement - APPROVED (10 in favor, no 

votes opposed or abstained). 
 

e. Expenditure of up to $600 monthly for communication services from Moore 
Business Results, LLC - APPROVED (10 in favor, no votes opposed or 
abstained). 

 
f. Expenditure of up to $100 monthly for a mailbox at the UPS Store - APPROVED 

(9 in favor, no votes opposed, 1 abstention). 
 

g. Expenditure of up to $250 monthly for Public Storage payment - APPROVED (10 
in favor, no votes opposed or abstained). 

 
h. Expenditure of up to $200 monthly for meeting refreshments - APPROVED (10 in 

favor, no votes opposed or abstained). 
 

i. Expenditure of up to $750 for hybrid board meeting equipment - APPROVED (10 
in favor, no votes opposed or abstained). 

 
j. Expenditure of up to $2,000 for OPNC branded outreach materials, swag, and 

giveaway merchandise - APPROVED (10 in favor, no votes opposed or 
abstained). 

 
VI. CONSENT CALENDAR  
The approval of the May 2025 minutes was deferred to next month to correct the 
agenda notice for June 2026. 
 
VII. BOARD BUSINESS  
Sue McCullough shared information about CERT emergency training.  
Jeff Vanhoy noted that residents can obtain free California park passes at 
ReserveCalifornia.com.  
It was announced that the next three OPNC meetings (August, September, October) will 
start at 7:30 PM. 



 

 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT  
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM 
 


