Olympic Park Neighborhood Council 11/3/25 Meeting Minutes

Board Roll Call (10 present)

Samuel Bark present
Sally Boldt present
Jessica Celious present
Kate Kunzman Chan present
Carlo De La Cruz present
Mateo Frey absent
Josh Gordon present
Ramsay Goyal present
Karen Hadley absent
Sheila Hill absent
Elle Johnson present
Sue McCullough present
Judy Reidel absent
Bev Rowe absent
Jeff Vanhoy present

Meeting called to order 7:06 pm

Information from Government Officials:

LAPD - Olympic Division Senior Lead Officer Harry Cho

Update on crime trends in the area, Officer Cho reports that overall there have been fewer house
burglaries, but more burglaries of apartments and condos on upper floors (where residents have a
false sense of security and aren’t as careful securing their homes. Suspects in the string of wheel
thefts have been arrested, there have been no wheel thefts in the area since, but theft of catalytic
converters is once again on the rise. Discussion about prostitution and sex trafficking, and gang
activity.

Assemblymember Isaac Bryan’s Office: Karen Calderon
Ms. Calderon was not able to attend but sent an update via email to the board in advance of the

meeting. Here is the full text:

e Capitol Update
o The legislative session is over for the year. There were some big bills in the state
legislature and some tough fights. Assemblymember Bryan had 12 bills signed into
law. The bills covered issues like foster youth support, higher wages for incarcerated
firefighters during wildfires, eviction protections for senior tenants if their social
security payment is interrupted, and increased police transparency for in custody
deaths and police misconduct.
e District Update/ Events
o Hereinthe District, we are starting to plan for the holidays. This week we’re working
with It’s Bigger Than Us to pack and distribute 1,000 food boxes for families impacted
by January’s wildfires.



o Laterthis month, our office will have a turkey drive in partnership with the Crenshaw
YMCA.

o OnSunday, November 16", our office will be hosting a community clean up in
partnership with CalTrans, Councilwoman Yaroslavsky’s Office, and LA Sanitation.
The eventis from 8:30 AM -2 PM. It would be great to see you there for any amount of
time you can. I’ll share the flyer.

o Finally, our office is seeking volunteers to join us for our annual holiday event where
we distribute over 3,000 toys, diapers, produce, pantry items, and have activities like
face painting and Santa. We will need lots of support in the days leading up to the
event so that we can wrap the gifts! Our wrapping days are December 17" — 20™" and
the main event will be December 21%'. Our goal is to recruit roughly 50 volunteers for
each day, so please share this with anyone you know who would be interested — our
volunteers have a great time so we hope you can join us.

¢ Follow Up Question from Bev

o |owe Bevafollow up on her question regarding CA Lottery funds for education. The
CA Lottery has raised more than $1.9 billion for education in the 2024-2025 Fiscal
Year. Since Lottery funds are largely discretionary, they help schools do things they
otherwise couldn’t, such as attracting and retaining more quality teachers, buying
state-of-the-art equipment, enhancing learning environments, and keeping critical
programs running. Lottery funding is based on the Average Daily Attendance (ADA) for
K-12 and community college school districts and by full-time enrollment for higher
education and other specialized institutions.

o In Q2 of FY24-25, LA County has received $124,059,944 for public schools. Of that,
LAUSD has received $29,501,398 — nearly % of the funds in LA County. That is about
as detailed as | can get with the state-level info on CA lottery funding. As these are
meant to be discretionary funds, any response on what the money has been used for
specifically would need to come from the individual school district or
college/university.

General Public Comment:
Juan Camacho introduced himself to the board and other members of the public in attendance. He

is running for State Senator in our district. He described his background in civic action, and
emphasized keeping film and television production in Los Angeles, LGBTQ+ rights and affordable
housing as some of his top priorities.

New Business:
OBA Foundation for Shoes for Santa, Proposed $3,000 NPG
Senior Lead Officer Harry Cho described the event and took questions. In addition to any funds

raised, Officer Cho said that donations of brand-new shoes in children’s sizes would be most
welcome. The grant was approved by a unanimous vote.



Report from Mark Ragan from Beautify LA (NPG Recipient)
Mr. Ragan gave an update on the activities of Beautify LA. He described a clean-up event at Queen

Anne, done in coordination with other organizations and city offices, the organziation’s work on
homeless outreach, and future events they are planning. Mr. Ragan can be contacted at
mark@beautifyla.info.

Finances:
Treasurer’s Report - We have $22,600 remaining for this fiscal year, not including the $3,000

expenditure approved earlier in tonight’s meeting.

Consent Calendar:

¢ Approval of October 2025 MER

e Approval of October 2025 Board Meeting Minutes

¢ Appointment of Kate Kuzman-Chan as an OPNC Cardholder
e Appointment of Sue McCullough an OPNC Cardholder

The above Consent Calendar items were voted on as a single bloc and approved unanimously

Board Business:
Update from outreach committee regarding the LA Korean Festival
Board members who attended the festival offered observations about their experiences and

suggestions for improvements for next year. A shared observation was that attention to OPNC
presence was entirely swag driven —when you’re out of swag, no one bothers to talk to you. The
attending board members mused over how to turn OPNC presence at the festival into public
engagement with the OPNC, in order to further give voice to and help OPNC stakeholders.

Approval of up to $2,500 to purchase up to OPNC swag and branded merchandise, including
OPNC shirts for board members
This motion passed with 8 votes in favor, 1 vote against. The Outreach Committee will work out the

particulars.

Appointment of NC Budget Representatives
The Neighborhood Council Budget Advocates informs us that they have two open positions in

Region 6 and are opening nominations for these positions. The organization engages with senior
management across City departments to assess their budgets. Budget Advocates help draft white
papers and reports addressing citywide budgetary and service issues, which are formally presented
to the Mayor, City Council and Neighborhood Councils.

OPNC will add this to the agenda for the December meeting, to give further consideration to
submitting nominations.


mailto:mark@beautifyla.info

Discussion regarding board meeting logistics
In response to requests to attend meetings virtually, the board will try to make this option available

to the public at the next meeting. Bylaws require a quorum of board members to attend in person.

Update on board member admin tasks
Discussed creating printed business cards for board members. Efforts are underway for setting up

an OPNC P.O Box.

Meeting adjourned at 8:21pm



